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Nine Uplifting Stories from the Women's March

On January 21, 2017, an estimated 500,000 women marched on Washington, D.C. There
were over 650 "sister marches" across the world, including one right here in Ann Arbor! An
estimated 11,000 participants marched to draw public attention to women's rights. This
month, we asked members to share photos and stories from any Women's Marches they
attended-- below are the photos and stories you submitted!

1. A Message from the President



http://s.rs6.net/t?e=vZqzQ6mGtZs&c=1&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=vZqzQ6mGtZs&c=3&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=vZqzQ6mGtZs&c=4&r=1
http://s.rs6.net/t?e=vZqzQ6mGtZs&c=5&r=1
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/News-from-the-League-of-Women-Voters-of-the-Ann-Arbor-Area.html?soid=1109132130187&aid=vZqzQ6mGtZs
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FJQPhAWP7Z0FQ6aNwYgf0ln2F5TZOG78DxhahBiHVk5ukohyzfLBdqwD1osfvb3c1UeQD0tIUPeNPuxUVhFNmbTj2Ld5S2h6SJCmDUR-XWw2jAz0EF24apHljzJoKeutHBSSMUGmtisy3txiXWQa7jAigrmHO4NXy7Vk5VwSpvQ=&c=ZkMafGEf6bVspRL0eyXxEjfhFa0nFIzsbKi-rFkh4HagHy-gOwNubg==&ch=TDw5cPUGHWttc66mv-NwE4kzvZEamB7XT8JFgeuSPgl6VcUMXsGFWw==
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Nancy S: "As the League president, | wanted to take a clear message to Lansing: we plan
to protect our democracy. We will fight to protect voting rights, public education, the
environment, women's rights, human rights, health care...and Rosie the Riveter is standing
right there beside us."

2. A New Hope




Karen A: "l took my daughter and her friend with me to the March on Lansing. We met so
many energetic, passionate people! It was wonderful to see so many people come out and
make their concerns and their hopes known."

3. Defenders of Democracy




Photo submitted by Jane D.

4. Ready to work!



Ann B: "My 13 year old had fractured her
tailbone in a fall the Tuesday before our
trip to the March in DC. By Thursday she
was feeling better. My daughter found a
Gloria Steinem quote that she beautifully
and colorfully wrote out on her

board. Then listening to Gloria Steinem at
the March perfectly exemplified the
importance of having role models to
inspire us.

My daughter and | came away energized
and ready to work on creating the beloved
community we envision."
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5. We found relief in D.C...
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Kathy E: "In Washington, we found the port-a-johns in our area were padlocked. There
was a long line for one that was open. A group of women formed a "pee circle" for those
who couldn't wait. They'd back up in a circle, hold arms, and set their signs on the ground
to strategically cover the spaces between their feet for the privacy of the one who would go
into the circle's center and relieve themselves. A new one on me! Later, one enterprising
young man went around and broke the locks off the port-a-johns with a crowbar, to the
cheers of those waiting."

6. ...And found our friends in Ann Arbor.




Jen S: "I marched with friends in Ypsilanti, then Ann Arbor, where | ran into my brother on
the Diag! We are the grandchildren of 4 immigrants to Michigan, and amongst the many
concerns - for women's rights, protecting our freedoms and rights in our democracy, for our
health, for our environment - we also marched for all Michiganders no matter their race or




religion or how long their families have been here. Almost all of us are here because of
immigration. Both marches were inspiring in that despite the challenges already occurring
to our American values and the very real fear and sense of urgency, together with positive
actions we can and will take a stand with our families, friends, and community."

7. Plenty of men (and children!) participated.
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Janet G: "l went to the Women's March in Washington. | saw these two fathers and sons
on the Metro when | was heading back to the bus. The older boy is a child of the times - as
soon as | took the picture, he reached out for my camera because he wanted to see how it
came out!"

8. Each person had their own reasons for marching...




Roddy W: "The night before the
Women's March | attended a concert
for Planned Parenthood. The next
morning when | woke up | felt different.
I had slept peacefully and awoke
without fear. Sadness and fear had

been washed away by the spirit and /
strength of the women around me. M:E G’\VQQ\» (’,\TOIM \&
MMTGRETED &

During the Women's March | felt a
So my Crond
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deep, visceral sense of being held and
supported by those around me. WE
ARE GOING TO BE the change we
wish to see in the world."

9. ...But at the end of the day, we are all Americans working
towards a brighter future for all.




Steve S: "l proudly wore a pussy hat and carried the American flag at the Women's March
in Lansing. When | posted this picture on Facebook and said that | was wearing a pussy
hat, my 45 year old niece said, "Uncle Steve! Do you really mean to say pussy hat?" "Yup,"
| responded. "Don't you know that is an offensive word?" Not any more. We have taken it

back, just like we've taken back the American flag. It belongs to all of us."

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Date

Event

Time

Location




Mon. Feb 20

New Member Meeting

Come to explore concrete ways to
get involved in the League.

6:30 - 8 pm

Hathaway's Hideaway
310 S. Ashley
Ann Arbor

Guest Speaker: Doug Koop
Legacy Land Conservancy

Wed. Feb 22 | Training Session 7-9pm Hathaway's Hideaway
310 S. Ashley
Help get the word out Ann Arbor
about redistricting-- Be a
presenter!*
Fri. Feb 24 |Lunch & Learn Noon - 2 pm |The Cedars of Dexter
Clubhouse
Public or Private? 411 Cedars Lane
Who Owns Water? Dexter
Guest Leader: Ellen Dannin
Sat. Mar 4  |Training Session TBD Ann Arbor District
Library (Westgate
Help get the word out Branch)
about redistricting-- Be a 2503 Jackson Ave
presenter!* in Westgate Shopping
Center
Tue. May 16 |Annual Membership Meeting* 7 -8:30 pm [Kerrytown Concert

House
415 North Fourth Ave.
Ann Arbor 48104

*Indicates LWV-members only event

The League of Women Voters of the Ann Arbor Area

LWVAAA Board of Directors

Nancy Schewe, President
Jeanine Delay, Vice President
Judy Mich, Treasurer

Betty Bishop, Ed Fund Treasurer
Zoe Behnke, Director

Shirley Axon, Director

LWVAAA Team Members

Susan Smith, Nominating Committee
Mona Walz, Nominating Committee
Susan Wooley, Webmaster

Mary Banks, Publicity

Julie Baker, Facebook/Twitter
Michelle Wallon, Newsletter

Nancy Brucken, VOTE411.org

To leave a message for the board, email us at:




Iwv.ann.arbor.area@gmail.com Rosemary Austgen, LWV roster
Shoshanna Wechter, Ypsilanti Connection
Lindsay Garinger, Ypsilanti Connection

Not a member? Wish to join?

Click here to join using Paypal or click here for a mail-in registration form.

Mission Statement
The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government,

works to increase understanding of major public policy issues,
and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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